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Gi a che Publication of I ie n 1 
the Debabitams of Nottingham, ſome Obſervations 
have occurred to me, either from my on RE- 
flections or the Converſation of dthers,* Which, às 
they may contribute to an Enforeemeit and 11. 
luſtration of the Argument in Queſtion, - Way 
reAify ſome Miſconſtructions, ànd exxitè Farther 
Attention to Subjects little conſidered and leſs un- 
derſtood, but moſt intereſting to every Member 
of Society, as a rational Creature, as an Engliſh 44 
man, and as a Chriſtian; I ſhall; without furrher W - 
Preface; communicate to my Felle W- Citizens) / 


A r A 


I, whoſe Information alone ha been 1 il 
this Buſineſs, d TI 8 2 1 
One of ihe 1 hst 1 need 86k 1 


ſpecify by Name upon premiſing, that he poſſeſſes 8 
an Acutehefs of Underſtariding and a Degree 3 | W 
Information, worthy of a bettet"Cavſe," entered = 
one Day into an amicable Debate with the — "I 
the Subjett of my Adareſs; a Debate, higtily -M 
nourable to him after the untetrettichious RN Sn 5 
in which J had eriticiſed and cenfured his Colts | 
A TA 88 | 
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duct. I will exhibit. the Subſtance of our Con- 
verſation with all the Fidelity, of which Candour 
and Memory are capable: for I am nat fure, that 
I had always a clear Apprehenſion of his Meaning, 
and ſhould be extremely ſorry for any Miſrepre- 
| ſentation of i it to his Piſadvan: 286. 


” Though Blackfone expreſsly declares © the 
& Corporation and Teſt- Ads to be the two Bul- 
© warks erected to ſecure the efabliſhed Church 
e againſt Perils from Non-conformiſts_of all De- 

.* nominations,” and I could net conceive that a 
different Idea was entertained by any Perſon 

whatſoever of their Object, my Opponent thought 
it an Error in me to view theſe Acts in any other 
Light, than as a Security to the State. This Na- 


tion is, I think, wholly oi; oh and, I am ſure, 
vain and frivolous. 


Our ation. is nam of a Church and 
a State. Now Government, I preſume, means 
to ſecure the State by the Oaths of Aljuration, Al- 
egiance, and Supremacy; and the Church, by a 


Compliance with that Ceremony, which implies | 
Communion with her Worſhip. Is not this a na- 


tural and intelligible Diſcrimination ? If ſo, mm 
more erroneous than the Objection before us ? 


But, when * State has ſecured herſelf by cheſe 
Oaths of Abjuration, Allegiance, and Supremacy, 
why enjoin an additional 7% on her Members, 

but with a View to the Security of her Ally the 
Church, by the Intervention of a religious Ceremo- 


ny? Surely it were ſuperfluous * unneceſſary. 


F 
_ 
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To pretend, therefore, that this Act of enjoining 


the Lord's Supper on civil Officers and Magiſtrates 
is merely with a View to the State, which at the 


ſame Time cannot be ſeparated from the Church, 


is a moſt idle Diſtinction without a Difference; a 
mere verbal Allegation, or to me FEY unin- 


telligible. 


Indeed, the very Notion of a cbm com- 
pounded of a Church, (that is, a Syſtem of reli- 
gious Faith and Worſhip, erected on a private 


Interpretation of the Scriptures) and a Szave, is in 
Reality a Begging of the Queſtion; and preſup- 
po oſes that Power of religious Juriſdiction, which 


totally diſallow, and for which no Government 


under Heayen can produce me its Authority. 


2. My Opponent was alſo of Opinion, t that the 
Teſt of the Lord's Supper ought to be regarded as 
a merely political Af. It is employed, to be ſure, 
by the civil Magiſtrate for his own wordly Pur- 

ofes; but let any Man afert, or rather believe, 
if he can, that an Inſtitution ordained by Chri/# 


| himſelf for a Commemoration of his own Death 


an Inſtitution peculiarly religious, and as diſtinct 


from every Thing political as the twelve Apoſtles 


of Nazareth from the ſix Junior- Council of Not- 
tingbam : :—let any Man, I tay, conſider this In- 
ſtitution as a mere f e if he can. 


But cc the ſu reme 8 in a State has a 
ce, Right to impoſe what Tefts it pleaſes upon the 
**© Sabje&t.” To which I anſwer: If it can be 
proved, that = Conſcience of a Man, under the 


1 


Perception of moral and religious Truth, is, or 
can be, cognizable by human Authority, or that 


God is not exclufively concerned in this Matter, 


as the Searther of the Heart ; then may this Omni- 
potence of the Magiſtrate be juſtifiably maintained 
and exerted, - Otherwiſe, he muſt not only have 
the Power of effecting what is impracticable, but 
the Right alſo of doing Wrong; which is abſurd 
enough. 5 1 5 
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lity, are from the firſt, to all e and in 
every Senſe, volt and voip. The Rule of Con- 


duct in this Caſe for good Chriſtians and honeſt 


Men is plain and obvious. What Socrates ſaid ta 
the Athenians, when they required him not to 
confute and expoſe the tabliſbed Superſtitions of his 
Country; what Peter and Jobn replied to the 
Tewiſh Magiſtrates, when commanded by ibem not 
zo teach in the Name of Jeſus ;—that Anſwer mult 
be made by every reſolute and upright Citizen, 
when a Teft, inconſiſtent with the Prerogative of 
God and the Liberty of Conſcience, is enjoined 
upon him by the Legiſlature of his Country: 
It is better to obey God than Man,” 


* Acts iv. 18. 


C & 1 


Beſides, that Opinion of the Authority of a 
Magistrate to require what Teft of Obedience he 
may pleaſe,, is, in another Reſpe&, pregnant 
with Wickedaeſs and Abfurdity. By this Rule 
of Power giving Right, the Proteftant, the Pogiſb, 
the Mahometan, the Idolatrous Magifrate, is au- 
thoriſed to eſtabliſn that Form. of Religion, which 
they ſeverally prefer; and conſequently. the Wor- 

ſhip of Images, or of three Gogs, inſtead of one, 
may be lawfully. enjoined on their reſpectiye Sub- 
jects: or, in other Words, the Magifrate. has a 
Right to oppofe and counteract all the Aims ef. 
the Divine Adminiſtration in the different Diſ- 
penſations of Religion for, the Reformation; of 
Mankind ſince the Foundation of the World, A. 
delightful Exercife indeed of the MagiPrate's Aur 
thority! Now what is the. clear Inference from 
this! What, but that the Magifrate. has no 
Power at all over Religion and the Conſcience? 


4. But the Magiſtrate is guilty of no Injuſtice: 
te he compels no Man to comply.“ lt is ſurprifing, 
how ſome People can impoſe upon themſelves 
with mere Fords deſtitute of Meaning! Compel? 
Why, no; he does not. compel, me à Coup de Ba- 
ton, with a Cudgel in his Hand. But is there no 
Compulſion but in a Cato: nine Tails ? | It he lays 
fuch Temptations in my. Way, as Experience 
proves tp be in general too powerſub for. the Inte- 
grity and Magpanimity of human Nature, he as 

effeckually compe?s me, in all Propriety of Speech, 
as by an Act of Violence. Nay, more effectually: 
for Numbers are overcome by theſe gentle Se- 
ductions of worldly Intereſt, vchoſe generous 


' 
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Spirits would have been rouſed at once to Re- 
ſiſtance by a tyrannical Effort of Authority. To. 
talk, therefore, of Non-Compulſion in this Cafe, is 
a mere verbal Sophiſtry, and an Inſult to Com- 
mon- Senſe. Ces PEPE 


| Suppoſe, however, metely as a Work of Su- 
pererogation, we expoſe by a particular Example 
this capital Argument of Compulſion: to which I 
feel the greater Inclination, as it affords me an 
Opportunity of illuſtrating a Paſſage of the New- 


Teſtament. 


When thoſe who had been invited to partake 
of the Supper in the Parable“, refuſed to attend, 
the Maſter ſent his Servants into the High- Ways 
to coMPEL all, whomſthey found, to come in, that 


the Houſe might be filled. 


Now what is the Purport of this Relation? 
Why truly, that the Jews would reject the Goſ- 
pel, but that its Evidences would be received by 
the Gentiles; and act upon their Minds with ſuch 
Efficacy as might be juſtly ſaid to coup them to 
receive it. And will any reaſonable Perſon find 
Fault with this ſenſible Uſe of the Word Com- 
PULSION ; becauſe the Gentiles were not cUDGEL- 
ED into an Acceptance of Chriſtianity? Away 
with theſe Teft-Laws, ſay I, if they can be defended 
ee N better Arguments than ſuch pitiful Quirks 
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5. But, if every Man were left to his ewn. 
<«« Diſcretion in religious Matters, univerſal Con- 
* fuſion would enſue.” A mere Bugbear to fright- 
en old Women and Children! The Fear of Con- 
fuſion is the ſtale Pretence' of religious and poli- 
rical Bigots of all Denominations, to oppoſe and 
decry Reformations of every Kind whatever, which 
will always, notwithſtanding; be going on in Spite 
of Bigotry, as long as the World endures. But 
[ anſwer: No Matter what enſues. If the Prin- 
ciples of your Tz-Laws be wrong and indefenſi- 
le, they ought ro be abandoned. Who is not 
acquainted with this eſſential and univerſal Maxim 
of Morality—® Never do Evil that Good may 
«© come*?” Let Man act uprightly, in Con- 
formity to the Dictates of Reaſof and Religion 
and truſt Conſequences to the Providence of God, 
who does not wifh his Schemes to be promoted 
by Folly and Injuſtice, and the Violation of his 
own Laws. Bur it is not likely; that any bad 
Conſequences would enſue from a complete En- 
joyment of Cbriſtian Liberty. It is a Satire upon 
the ſupreme Being to ſuppoſe it. On the con- 
trary, Nothing elſe, but this unwarrantable Im- 
oſition of one Man's Opinions upon another, has 
Lb the Caule of all thoſe terrible Perſecutions, 
and Impriſonments, and Aſſaſſinations, and Mar- 4 
tyrdoms, and Maſſacres, which are related in _— 
every Page of the eccleſiaſtical Hiftorian, but 
alaſs! in vain, for the Admonitien of Mankind. 
| " 5 
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fn the mean Time, we will allow, for the Sake 
of Argument, that Confuſion, as the Phraſe is, 
would ariſe from this Liberty of Conſcience, for 
which I declare myſelf an unreſerved Advocate. 
Who is there ſo inexperienced as not to know, 
that ſome previous Fermentation in human Affairs 
is neceſſary to their Refinement? Peace is in- 
deed a Poſſeſſion of great Value, but would be 
dearly purchaſed at tlie Expence of Truth and 
Liberty. Nay, thet Peace ſeems to be bur ſpu- 
rious and imperfe&, which is not the Offsfpring 
of Confuſion. To Confuſion we are incebred for 
the greateſt Bleſſings of Life, and the nobleſt 
Enjoyments of our Nature. What but Confuſion 
preſcrves the Waters of the Ocean from Putre- 
faction, and the Atmoſphere from Pectilence? 
To what Cauſe muſt we aſcribe the Eſtabliſn- 
Went of Britiſh Liberty, and the Security oſ thoſe 

rivileges, which, have rendered us the Praiſe and 
Envy of the Earth? To Confuſion, Even the 
Propagation of the bleſſed Goſpel was impracli- 
cable without Confuſion, The Apoſtles excited 
a Hue and Cry, wherever they went Theſe, ſaid 
the Jews, that have TURNED ThE WORLD UPSIDE 
pow, are come bither-alſo*. No Man of Seypſe 
will ſuffer himſelf to he abuſed by the baſe Coin 
of evil Words, malicioully circulated to diſcredit 
good Things, and iſſued from the Mint of timid 
and lazy Men to run down the ſterling Gold of 


Adventurers more reſolute and active chan them- 


Acts xvli. 6. 
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The Truth is, our civil Governors, by no Means 
ere with Religion themſelves, care not 


one Fatthing about this c or that Syſtem of it ; and 


only prize it as a political Engine to ſerve their 
own vile Purpoſes of Intereſt or Ambition. Ma- 
giſtrates of all Times are alike. As it was 
cighteen hundred Years ago, ſo it is now. Galtio 
caretb for none of theſe Things*. They heartily de- 

teſt Reformers and Reformation: and ſtand up 
for the eſtabliſhed Syſtem with a Zeal and Sat 
faction exactly proportionate to the Abſurdity and 
Corruptions of it. For every one, that doeth Evil 
bateth the Light, neither cometh to. the Light, * 
bis Deeds fould be reproved}. 


30 far my Reflexibor have been regulated by. 
the Debate betwixt my Op ee and myſelf. X; 
e 


now paſs on to tome Obſervations unconnected. 
with it. 


48 1 would be wonderfully g. gratified by talk | 
an Engagement berween two great Armies, if 1 


were not acceſſary to it, though I take no Delight 
in Blood and Slaughter, and would not wiſh M 

Fellow-Creatures by any Means to knock of 
other on the Head for my Satisfaction and Amule- 
ment only; fol 1 rejoice in this Meaſure of our 
Junior- Council, though 1 lament the ae 
which gave it Birth. I ſincerely hope, that tho 

Members of our Corporation, who have not qua- 
lified for their Offices, will have the ef to . 
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here to their Purpoſe, that we may ſee, whether 
- a Court of Juſtice will countenance ſuch a Proſe- 
cution, and venture in theſe enlightened Times 
to put theſe contemptible Laws in Execution. 
Indeed, we have good Reaſon to hope a favour- 
able Iſſue to the next Application of the Diſſenters 
to the Houſe of Commons, when we conſider the 
- gradual Diſpoſition of that heſt Part of our Legiſ- 
Jature to liſten to their Petition. Lora North it is 
true, tho' he would fain perſuade us of his friend- 
Iy Regard for Liberty and Toleration, ſtill op- 
poſes their Claims with a Narrowneſs of Spirit, 
ſeldom aſſociated with ſo many Accompliſhments 
and ſuch an amiable Form of Mind; and Mr. 
Pitt, who ſeems more bent on the Retention of 
his Place, than the Imitation of his Father's Vir- 
tues, exerts himſelf in the ſame Cauſe with unre- 
Jenting Stubbornneſs: but we fondly hope, that 
the popular and manly Eloquence of Mr. Fox 
will more than counterbalance the Authority of 
the Nobleman and the crafty Policy of the Mi- 
niſter. We are not quite ſo ſanguine in our Ex- 
pectations from the Houſe of Lords. Though _ 
many of the preſent Biſhops have ſhewn them. 
ſelves highly reſpectable both for their Learnin 
and Liberality, yet the Epiſcopal Bench in ST 
is adverſe to civil and religious Reformations: 
and, in my Opinion, theſe ſpiritual Guides, would 
be much better employed, and more ſuitably to 
their evangelical Function, in acquainting them-- 
ſelves with their Clergy, in patroniſing modeſt 
Merit, which is ſtarving on Curacies and pitiful 
Preferments, and in promoting good Manners in 
their ſeyeral Dioceſes, than in obſequious Attegd- 
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to Eternity. All that remain 
Advocates of Truth, is, to 
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ance on a Court, and in the Turbulenee of poli- 
tical Ambition. Certainly our Biſpops might 
vote for a complete Extenſion of religious Free- 


dom in Euglana with as good a Grace, in the Ca- 


pacity ef Froteſtant Prelates, as for the EftabUG- 
2 ment of OT at Nele. her 


"If peer 8 be any one T, ruth undeniably 


evident upon the cleareſt Principles of Reaſon, 


Chriſtianity, and ſound Policy, in my Judgement 
it is this: That the Magiſtrate has no Authority 
in religious Concerns, and that every peaceable 
and conſcientious Subject ſhould be left at Liberty 
to ſerve God in his.own Way, unembarraſſed by 


civil Diſabilities and Diſcouragements. But there 
never was yet any Propoſition 1 in Politics and: Mo- 


rals, how plain ſoever, which ingenious and diſ- 
putatious Men might got rn there and puzzle 


therefore, for the 


ments with the beſt Argments in our Power, and 


to place them in the moſt advantageous Light; 
then to leave them to the diſpaſſionate Conſider- 
ation of our Readers, ta be accepted, or rejected, 
according to the Impreſſion made upon their own 
Minds. This is certain: Truth will gradually 


diſpel the Shades of Error, and break through 


every, Cloud, with which Prejudice, and Palicy, 


and Prieſt-Ctaft, may obſtruct her Radiance. She 


is that ſhixing Light, which will Jigs more an more 
unto perfect Day. | 


Beſides, one Fact no Man can deny; ex- 
tremely worthy of Obſervation, and infinitely 


nfirm our Senti- 
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conſolatory to the Mind. It is this. A Diſſa- 


tisfaction with ſome of the capital Doctrines of. 


the Church of England, and juſter Notions of civil 
and religious Liberty, dae been long and ta- 


E 


pidly gaining Ground both among the eftabliſhed 


Clergy themſelves, and every other Denomination 


of Chriſtians. Come forward, ye Sons of Bi- 


otry and Intolerance ! and produce me that Ex- 
ROR, Which has been propagated and confirmed in 


Proportion to the Improvement of the human 
Faculties, and the Advancement of Philoſophy 


and Science. If every Clergyman, who diſap- 
proves and difbelieves ſu-h Doctrines as that of 
4 Trinity in Unity, three Gods in one, would have 


2 Reſolution to avow his Sentiments and relin- 


quiſh his Station in the Church, the Eftabliſpment 


would find herſelf deprived of more learned and 
reſpectable Members, than ſhe would previouſly 


have imagined, or could well ſpare. But God 


has not given to every: Man, any more than to 


Eraſmus, the Spirit of Martyrdom ; and may he, 
bo knows that we are but Duſt, make every Allow- 


ance for the Infirmities of his Creatures in that 


Day ! His Kingdom cometh not with Obſervation® ; 


but is daily eſtabliſhing by imperceptible Opera- 
tions, inconceivable and unknown to us. How 


far diſtant ã more perfect Society amongſt our- 
: ſelves may be, no Man can tell. But the Tranſac- 


tions of a neighbouring Country will not ſuffer 


the moſt gloomy Imagination to Deſpair, 


Luke XVil. 20. 
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Bur let no one conciude, as ſome are in- 
cliped to do, that, whilſt I condemn ectigiaſtical 
Dominion in Connection with the preſent, Chureb- 
Vſtabliſpment, I could wiſh it transferred to the 
Diffenters. - No: I contend: for an abſalute and 
uni verſal Aboliticn of this uſutped Authority over 
_ the Conſciences of Men, whatever the religious 
Creed of the Supreme Power may be; and plead 
for the Sovereignity of God alone in his on 
Kingdom. | The Diſſenters, it is true, of one De- 
nomination in particular, (and few Menu have en- 
joyed more Opportunities of knowing both 
Churchmen and them than myſelfY if we d onſider tte 


comparatively labour, have at leaſt equailed theis 
Brethren of the Eſtabliſoment in almoſt every 
Branch of Literature, and in enlarged .Concepti- 

ons of religious and civil Liberty are, in general, 
greatly their Superiors. But the Diſſenters com- 
poſe a Maſs of very diſſimilar Materials, and, at 
the beſt, have the Infirmities of other Men; and 
it may reaſonably be doubted, whether they, as 
a Body, would make-ſuch. a temperate Uſe of 
Power, or diſplay, upon the whole, ſuch Mo- 
deration, as the Church of England. And, tho 
I ſo much diſlike many Parts of the public Ser- 


vice of our Church, I find myſelf unable, at the 


ſame T ime, to look with any Approbation upon 
the Mode of conducting public Worſhip in di- 


ſenting Congregations: and, conſidering t heir Si- 


tuation as Proteſtant-Diſſenters, and their Liberty 
to model their religious Services, as they think 
fit, diveſted of all thoſe Impediments, which clog 
an Eftabliſhment ; J cannot but regard their Con- 
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duct 28 exceedinly reprehenſible and inconſiſtent; 
in neglecting thoſe Advantages, that would ac- 
crue from a liberal Uſe of their Chriſtian Privi- 
leges, and from the Introduction of a' corrected 
Verſion of the Scriptures: for without this Mea- 
2515 the Poor, to whom the Geſpel was partieu- 
rly preachta“, that is, all the anlearned Part of 
Society, muſt ſtill continue in Error with Reſpect 
to ſome eſſential Articles of Chriſtianity, and un- 
der a ſuperſtitious Credulity to the Dictates of 
Some of my Readers have been diſſatisfied, 
and ſome have taken great Offence, at the Con- 
eluſion of that Part of my Addreſs beginning in 
p. 16. with the Words — But what—and ending 
in p. 17. with the Words —and Folly. It is 
hardly worth While to explain one's ſelf to 
thoſe, who/will- not exerciſe their own Diſcern- 
ment in forming a juſt Eſtimate of the Spirit and 
Purport of a Paſſage : nor can it reaſonably be 
expected of us Authors, that we ſhould add to 
the Hardſhips of our ſorry Occupation, by find- 
ing Underſtandings, as well as Arguments, for our 
Readers. Seriouſly, however, after a repeated, 
and, I truſt, diſpaſſionate Conſideration of theſe 
Clauſes, ſo exceptionable as it ſhould ſeem, I 
feel no Inclination to qualify or retract them. 


* Matt, xi. 5. f Matt, xxiii. 16. 
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I. It ought to be obſerved, that I merely ex-, 
erciſe a Right, which every Man may aſſert to 
himſelf, of Jelivering my own Opinion upon the 
Propyjition as ſtared by myſelf, without any per- 
fonal Alperities whatſoever, Will it not be grant- 
ed me, that Practices may be ſtigmatiſed with 
every Energy of Language by a Mind totally un- 
infected with the Diſtemper of Matevolence ? Cami 
we forget that the Prince of Peace, the meek and 

lowly Saviour of Mankind, poured forth all the 

Seyerities of indignant Expreſſion upon the Scribes 
and Pbariſees, and again and again pronounced 
them Feols and Hypocrites? I know and reſpect 
many Indixiduals, ho conſtantly acquieſce in 
What is criminal in irſelf, without Criminality. 
St. Paul was a Blaſphemer and a Perſecutor, but he 
obtained Mercy, becauſe he did it ignoraittly, or ra- 
ther unwarily, in Unbelief *. A Man may become 
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a Murderer by depriving a Fellow. Creature of 
bis Life, without bringing the Sin of Blood- 
Guiltineſs upon himſelf. I could eafily mention, 
for Inſtance; if it were not an invidious Diſtinct- 
ion, ſeveral of 8 eftabliſbed Clergy of this Town, 
ho are deſervedly eſteemed, both for their Li- 

berality of Manners, untainted by that Bigotry 
of Soul, which feels no Affection but for thoſe of 
their own Communion ; and for their other Vir- 
tues, whom, nevertheleſs, I am compelled to re- 
gard as proflical Bloſpbemers, if it be, as I ap- 
 Pichend it is, a Bla/phemy of the moſt enormous 
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Size, to dethrone the unutterable Perfe&ions of 
Fehovab from the Heaven of Heavens to the Ta- 
bernacle of a human Body, and to exalt a mere 
Man to the Divinity; nay, fipt a Man only, but a 
Non-Entity ; making, againſt all Propriety of 
Speech, all Philoſophy, all Common-Senſe, the 
_ of God a bins Perſon from God himſelf. 


2. Many. have connected frightful Ideas with the 
Word Blaſphemy, without Authority. Ignorance - 
| Tees through a Miſt, and of Courſe the Object is 

magnified to the Eyes of her Imagination. The 
true Meaning of Blaſphemy is ſimply Evil. Speał- 
ing; and this is one Inſtance among many, of the 
Imperfection of our preſent Tranſlation of the 
Scriptures, which miſleads the Unlearned by the 
_ Uſe of unintelligible Terms. The Scribes charged 
| Jeſus with ſpeaking Blaſphemzes* for exerciſing, by 
Virtue of his divine Commiſſion, God's Preroga- 

tive of forgiving Sins: conceiving this Conduct 
to be an actual Reviling of the Deity, by uſurping 
'to himſelf this high Privilege of the Almighty. 
Exactly after the ſame Manner do they Blaſpbeme 


the Creator, who aſcribe his Perfections to a 
Creature. | 


It is only by a lively and glowing Repreſent- 
ation of theſe irrational and unſcriptural Perſua- 
ſions in their true Colours, that inattentive Minds 
can be induced to reflect upon the Singularity of 
their Articles of Faith, and the Profeſſors of the 
Truthbe more firmly eſtabliſhed in ound Doctrine. 


| \ 
* Mark ii. 7 
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Tame and inſipid Language i is a Kind of High. 
Treaſonagainſt the Majeſty of the royal Law, and is 
but too often a Proof of the Writer's Indifference 
to the moſt ſublime and important Doctrines. Give 
me the Magnanimity of a Luther, wrapped up in 
the Rectitude of his Intentions, and keeping the 
Tenour of his Way, undiſmayed by the fiery Zeal 
of his Enemies and the Coldneſs of bis Friends, 
in Preference to a thouſand ſuch Men as Eraſmus 
and Melanctbon, with their temporiſing Expe- 

dients and mean Conceſſions. I know thy Works, 
that thou art neither cold nor bot : I would thou 
Wert cold or hot. So then, BECAUSE THOU ART Lukk- 
WARM, and neit her cold nor hot, 1 wilt ue thee 
out of mo, Mouth}. 


| 4 HAVE remarked before, that this. Sort of 7. 

ranniſing over the Conſciences of Mankind has 

been the Parent of Enormities as cruel and fla- 
gitious,. as have ſprung from any other infernal 

Principle whatever, Which nas ravaged Society in 
any Period, and extinguiſhed the Bleſſings of hu- 
man Life. And, I am clear, that, as far as Ana- 
logy, and Hiſtory, and Experience will authoriſe 
this Concluſion (and beyond their Authority we 
can have no Right to form any Concluſions ar 

all): I am clear, I ſay, in this, that the ſame II. 

liberality and Intolerance, which countenance and 
approve the iniquitous Oppreſſion of the Tef- 

. Laws, or any ſimilar Inſtance of Perſecution, 

| Qi 


* James ii, 8. + Ro ill, 15. 16, 
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would, in no long Time and by no very gentle 
Progreſs, be brought to exerciſe upon their 4%, 
ſenting Brethren even the Horrors of the Popifh 
Inguiſition, if the Mildneſs of our Goverment ani 
the Temper of the Times would give Scope to 
their Diſpolitions. Yes: many a demure Hy- 
pocrite, who fancies himſelf, with the Reader's 
38 a true Diſciple of the benevolent 7%, 
would roaſts my Body for the Edification of niy 
"Soul, on the Score of my Addreſs and this Appen- 
ix, as rendering thereby a moſt acceptable Ser- 
vice to the merciful Father of the human Race. 
I am conſcious, however, and willingly acknow- 
ledge, that fome Exception in Favour of Tndivi- 
duals ſhould be made to this general Pofition. 
The Efe# of vicious Principles is not always 
proportionate to their evil Terdency, They are, 
in many Cafes, checked in their Operations, and 
even entirely repreſſed, by the countervailing In- 


” * 


fluenee of ſuperiour Good-Senſe and native Sen- 
ſibility of Heart. But no Man, however mild 
and generous bis Diſpoltions, tan anfiver for 
the Lengths, to which he might be carried, with 
Opportunities of indulging the Obliquities of his 
Underſtuiding. Like Hazen, wich Ae he 
yet urcorrupted, he would be ſhocked at the Proſ- 
pect of thoſe Enormities, which would ſoon he- 
come habitual to his Feelings, and be daily prac- 
tiſed without one ſingle Senfation of Remorfe. 
Of ſuch infinite Importance to Society and our- 
ſelves, is the imbibing of juſt Sentiments, and a 
rational Rule of Life, undepraved by furious 
Leal or gloomy Superſtition! ! 
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1 hers I ſhall take Leave of my Reader al 
| chi Subject, unleſs ſome Antagoniſt, either in Be- 

half of The political or religious Conſtitution of his 
Country, which are thought to be founded in ſuch 
Wiſdom, ſhould feel himlelf diſpoſed to enter the 
Litts againſt me for a free Diſcuſſion of the Points 

in Queſtion; and ſhould exhibit his real Name. 

If but *one Individual has been induced by any 
Thing advanced in theſe Pampblets to review and 
rectify a ſingle Principle of his Conduct, I ſhall 

think my Time in writing them very happily laid 
out. Indeed, theſe dull Topics of Religion and 
Morality are not calculated, I am well aware, > 
intereſt the Bulk of Mankind, whether the 
Vulgar or the ſmall. Mere animal E ite 
with Squls barely fufficient to keep their Bodies 
from Putrefaction, they jog on the High-Road of 

Senſe, unſeduced either to the right Hand, or to 
the left, by theſe unprofitable Speculations ; ; One 
to bis Farm, and another to vt Merchan 44%. f 
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